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RED LEVEL

Dear Whānau,

Welcome back. It was so lovely to see many of you at drop-offs/pick-ups over the last few
days. Many of our kaiako have commented on how successful the Whānau Connection
meetings were and enjoyed hearing your goals and wishes for your tamariki in 2022.

Thank you so much for supporting the school with the new requirements connected to
COVID RED LEVEL.

What’s different about 2022?

During 2020 and 2021 schools in New Zealand were closed for specific periods of time under
the Government lockdown requirements. Otherwise, they remained open, albeit with some
modifications in terms of physical distancing and mask-wearing as required in each context.
Essentially, it was a binary choice – schools were either open or closed.

In 2022 the circumstances will change again. Here’s some of what we as a school are currently
considering:

● Throughout 2022 there is a very high likelihood that there will be positive cases of COVID-19
in almost every school community in NZ.

● This will result in staff and students being unable to attend school in-person for periods of
time due to them being (a) a positive case, (b) a family member of a positive case, or (c) a
close contact of a positive case.

● A repeat of nationally or regionally enforced lockdowns causing schools to be closed
completely is unlikely under the new traffic light system, however, some schools may have
to close for periods of time where there are significant numbers of cases identified among
those attending (students and staff).

How could this look? - Scenarios

We know that in 2022 there will still continue to be COVID-related changes and we are
prepared for many scenarios. It seems likely that in the coming year, two things are likely to
impact the way schools plan for what we do:

● The number of students unable to attend school through having to self-isolate as a result of
being exposed to or contracting COVID-19

● The number of staff unable to attend school through having to self-isolate as a result of
being exposed to or contracting COVID-19
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Disrupted Teaching
This scenario is premised on a significant number of staff
affected by COVID-19. There is difficulty in providing onsite
learning but many staff are still able to teach from home. No
options of relievers

Disrupted System
In this scenario a significant number of staff and students
are self-isolating but staff can teach from home. There is a
high turnover of staff and students attending in person. The
school cannot cope. Increased likelihood of school needing
to close

Mitigations
- Teaching teams
- Across the curriculum

Mitigations
- Teaching teams
- Across the curriculum

Learning
- Online/Remote-Recorded, using seesaw, distance

learning website

Learning
- Online/Remote-Recorded, using seesaw, distance

learning website
- Focus on personalisation and agency of learners

Business as usual
This scenario is premised on there being minimal disruption
due to students and/or staff being unable to attend in-person,
or, if so, that the numbers of people involved will be small and
the time away able to be catered for using normal processes.

Disrupted Learning
In this scenario COVID-19 spreads widely within the
community. Significant numbers of staff and families
self-isolating for large periods of time. Not enough teachers
to teach either onsite or at distance.

Mitigations
- Vaccination
- Mask wearing for staff and students Year 4 and above
- Restrictions on who is able to visit on-site
- Bubbles of students
- Good Ventilation

Mitigations
- Challenge providing learning

Learning
- Onsite for most students
- Hybrid model from home for vulnerable people and those

being tested for COVID-19.

Learning
- Paper packs provided for offsite learning and in some

instances, recordings and Seesaw may be used.

None ← Number students self-isolating due to COVID-19 → Many

Please note there are other scenarios, for example, one learning area is running under a disrupted system (working remotely as
they need to self-isolate) while the rest of the school is business as usual.

Updating Privacy Permissions
As many of you are aware changes to the Privacy Act came into effect in 2020. We ask that all parents click
on the link and update their children's privacy permissions and what personal information the school is able
to collect and share. It is important that you update this information by Friday 11 February.

Playground Bubbles
As part of precautions we will have allocated areas for students before school and during break times..
Victory Park will remain at VP (Bubble 1). Pātangatanga, Kākahi and Manaia will remain on the top block
(Bubble 2). Rimirimu and Harakeke will remain in the bottom and middle block (Bubble 3) and Ahoaho and
Papatua will remain on the deck/hall and shaded areas under the deck (Bubble 4).

Late students will go directly to their learning space and check in with their kaiako rather than signing in via
the Office.

Payments: stationery, hats
Online only. Please use Kindo for payments and OfficeMax for stationery. Please do not come to the office.
If you order a sunhat online we will ensure we fit and size the correct hat for your child.

Have a great weekend, and just a reminder that there is no school on Monday. Enjoy your long weekend.
Ngā mihi
Deborah Fenton

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1yH_tR5vnFVYgK6t2xlHX-D0QTQ4AXL7AJ7AViQoEA7w/edit?ts=61f97eff
https://kindo.co.nz/
https://www.myschool.co.nz/

