
The final term of 2020 is here…what a year! 
What a year it has been! One that we won’t forget for many reasons, but 
especially for your little people as their first wonderful year at school. Our team 
have absolutely loved working alongside your children, but before the year 
comes to an end we have some exciting things planned for them to look forward 
to! Firstly though, a big welcome goes to the following children and their families 
that have joined us so far this term:  Theodore, Levi, Isla, Amelia and Mahe                        
in to Caitlin and Charlotte's Guardian Group and Kellan in to Alishah’s guardian 
group. We are so pleased to have you! We also warmly welcome Emma to 
Patangatanga Hub who will cover Alishah’s Wednesday release for the remainder 
of the year. Philippa has accepted an exciting teaching opportunity in a high 
school and we wish her all the best!  

This term 4 newsletter may feel a little repetitive for some of our Term 1, 2 or 3 
families, but it is our hope to inform new families about things to expect at school. 
As always, feel free to pop and chat with us at any time, we are here to help. 

Nuts and bolts 
Starting the day 
School starts at 8.55am and finishes at 3pm. 
Children settle better in the mornings if they 
arrive early enough to unpack themselves and 
have the opportunity to greet their teachers and 
settle down to an activity before you leave. Our 
hubs are open from 8.30am each morning. If your 
child needs to arrive between 8.00am and 8.30am, 
they can go to the library where Shirley our 
librarian will supervise them. You will need to sign 
up for this - please go to the office to do this. 

Break times - changes to these 
We have a hub ‘brain break’ each day around 
10am - please ensure that your child has some fruit 
or vegetables in their lunch box for this time. 
Morning tea time is from 11-11.30am and lunch 
time is from 1pm - 1.50pm each day. This term the 
school has changed the way this is broken up, with 
the children now playing for the first part of the 
break, and then being supervised while they eat 

for the last 10 minutes of 
the break. We realise 
that some children like 
to eat first which is fine 
too. 
Please remember that 
due to a number of 
severe nut allergies in 
the junior school, we ask 
that no nuts are in 
lunches please. 
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Important Dates 

26th October- Labour 
Day - no school 

27th October - Teacher 
only day 

28th October - New 
Entrant Parent Evening - 

7pm in Patangatanga 
Hub 

29th October 9.15am - 
Powhiri for new children 

and their families.  

30th October - Whole 
School Athletics Day 

10 November - Trip to 
Botanical Gardens 
Discovery Centre 

16th November - 
Parent info evening 
with Nathan Wallis 

8th December -
Māhuri Christmas 

Singalong  

11th December - End of 
year reports and 2021 

class lists out  

14th December - Whole 
School Picnic 

16/17th December -
Meet the teacher for 

2021 sessions for kids 

18th December - Last 
day of term 4. 

Poroporoaki assembly. 
School finishes at 2pm.



Literacy practice at home 

• Your child will bring home a reading book each 
day. Books will be ones that they have read as 
part of a guided reading workshop in class 
during the day, one that they have read before at 
another time, or a new book at a lower reading 
level. It is our intention that by the time a book 
comes home that it is easily read and enjoyed 
rather than being a challenge. Books will be 
brought home in their book bag along with the 
yellow home reader diary. Please fill in this diary 
with your child each night/morning and make 
sure that the book bag, book and yellow home 
reader are returned to school each day. This 
daily practice of reading really does make a 
difference! 

• Listen to your child read their school book each 
evening and help them to point to the words as 
they read at the earlier levels (Magenta, Red and 
Yellow). If they make a mistake wait and give 
them a chance to solve the problem. Help them 
by prompting them to use one of the strategies 
that they have learnt. If they still don’t know the 
word, tell them. Praise your child for making 
attempts or for seeking help. At this stage it is 
important to encourage reading for fun and 
enjoyment at home as this will lead them 
towards being independent readers.   The 
children also may have an Alphabet or Sight 
word ring to practice the letters and their 
associated sounds, and words that they will 
come across frequently when reading that will 
aid fluency. 

  
 

Inquiry 

The inquiry that we started last term will continue 
in to this term, and we have another excursion 
planned for November to further provoke the 
children’s curiosity! This will take place on Tuesday 
10th November and will be to the Discovery 
Centre at the Botanical Gardens. We will leave 
school at 9.15am and return by 3pm, and will focus 
on the use of plants as food, fibre, medicine and 
construction. Please let us know if you are able to 
help on this day. Permission and payment will be 
set up on Kindo shortly. 

Last terms visit to the zoo was a hit, and we had 
lots of questions and wonderings after this! Each 
hub has an inquiry wall that we have been 
recording our journey together on, feel free to pop 
in and check it out at any time. Our school values 
or dispositions are woven in to each inquiry, with a 
particular emphasis on Curiosity in this inquiry. 
Come and see what we are curious about! These 
will guide our personalised inquiries and learning 
stations over the term. 

Swimming 

The children were brilliant at our first swimming 
lesson for the term, caring for their belongings, 
thanking the bus driver and having fun in the pool! 
Thank you also to the fabulous parents that came 
along to help. Little Makos require that children 
wear a swimming cap, so please ensure that your 
child has one of these. Please also ensure that all 
belongings are named so that we can reunite lost 
property with its owner, and that your child does 
not wear tights and has easy to do up shoes on 
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HAVE YOU DOWNLOADED THE SCHOOL 
APP? 
Our school App enables you to access all school information from one handy location on your 
phone. From here you can report absences, view the school calendar and fortnightly newsletters,  
access Linc-ed, find the term dates, receive emergency alerts, and contact staff. 

SchoolAppsNZ can be downloaded from the app store. Once downloaded, select Island Bay School, then select the 
groups to receive alerts from (your child’s hub or class). 



swimming days. Thank you! Reminder - there is no 
swimming on Wednesday 28th October. 

Welcome! 

We will have a Powhiri to welcome all new children 
and their families on Thursday 29th October at 
9.15am in the hall. After dropping your child off, 
please meet Maria at the Learning Hub by 8.40am. 
We will see you there after our roll.  If you would 
be happy to speak briefly on behalf of the group 
being welcomed, please email Maria 
maria@islandbay.school.nz. On this same day from 
3-3.45pm come for a cuppa and a chat with other 
NE parents up at the top block playground while 
the kids play. Tea, coffee, juice and an ice block for 
the kids provided. Thanks to our wonderful parent 
link Emma for organising this!  

Caitlin and Shanon will also run a New Entrant 
Evening at 7pm in Patangatanga on Wednesday 
28th October, for families that have had a child 
recently start school or for families that will have a 
child start in the coming months and in to next 
year. 

Sunhat's 

It is our school policy that sun hats are worn when 
children are outside in terms 1 and 4. This needs to 
be a wide brimmed hat that will protect the neck 
and ears, caps are not suitable. School branded 
hats can be purchased on kindo or at the office if 
wanted. We have some sunscreen in hubs, or your 
child may like to bring their own. The roller ball 
ones can be nice and easy for children to apply. If 
your child does not have a hat, we will ask them to 
play in the shade. 

Specialist Teachers 

The children will again work with Dianne for 
sustainability and Kristy for Art this term. Art is 
located in the art room, and Sustainability across 
the school vegetable gardens and over at VP in the 
Maker Space.  

Library Visits 

We will visit our school library weekly this term. 
Books can be taken home to be enjoyed, and 
returned the following week in order for a new 
book to be issued. We will visit on the following 
days: Kerry & Alysons GG: Mondays at 1.50pm, 
Shanon’s GG: Wednesdays at 11.30am, Alishah’s 
GG: Wednesday’s at12.15pm and Caitlin & 
Charlotte’s GG: Wednesdays at 1.50pm. 

Seesaw and Learning Snapshots 

Have you downloaded the Seesaw Families App? 
This will enable you to view snapshots of your 
child's learning, exciting moments at school and 
any relevant communication from time to time. 

Home time 

Children will remain in the classroom until 
collected. Your child’s teacher may have a road 
patrol duty after school, in this case another 
teacher will help with farewells on this day. 

Māhuri Team Hui and Kapa Haka 

This term we have continued our Team Hui’s and 
Kapa Haka/singing on alternate weeks, on Tuesday 
afternoons. At our Hui’s Pātangatanga and Manaia 
Hub children gather in Pātangatanga Hub to share 
learning, celebrate successes and sing together.  
This term on alternate weeks we will come 
together to sing Christmas Songs! We would love 
to invite you to a Christmas singalong with us on 
Tuesday 8th December at 2.30pm on the top 
block. We wonder if we sing loudly enough, if the 
jolly man himself may visit…?! 

Finally, please don’t hesitate to get in touch at any 
time, we are here to help!         

Nga mihi,  

Māhuri Team Teachers  

Kerry, Shanon, Alishah, Caitlin, Alyson, Charlotte 
and Emma.
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